F.A.I.R. and the NFATCA

By John Brown
For about a year and a half there have been many discussions on how the FireArms Importers Roundtable (FAIR) and the NFATCA could join forces and present a more unified approach within the industry in collaboration with BATFE.  It would only make sense to capitalize on the NFATCA motto, “Power through Experience,” and combine the talents and the energies of the resources in both organizations and there have been many meetings on how we could “pull it all together.” 

We must gratefully acknowledge the talents of many of the FAIR leaders who have advanced the cause for the imports community over the years with a tremendous amount of success.  Rock solid leaders like Tom Nelson and Charlie Steen have seen this organization through some very troubled waters and with sometimes very few resources. These gentlemen have given precious time, money and other available resources to assist the industry in better dealing with import issues.  They have made it possible for nearly every gun collector in our community to get parts of all kinds imported into the United States for all of our wants and needs.  Many of you may not remember the tremendous fight that FAIR put up in convincing ATF to allow the imports of barrels for military and law enforcement replacements.  Some of the nation’s largest importers have made it possible for many of us to get the parts that we need.  Imports, like many NFA issues, requires a lot of behind the scenes work in order to allow the importation of many of the items that we still see at gun shows today.  The unsung heroes of the importers community have done more than most of us will ever know in supporting the trade.  These efforts, and their successes, are attributable to many of the leaders of the FAIR organization. 

On another issue that many of you may not understand, FAIR has been hosting the National Importers Conference in Washington, DC for many years.  This conference is generally run with the ATF Imports Branch taking the lead on all of the import issues that have been facing the imports community during the past and the coming years.  The conference serves as a major focal point on all issues that are facing the imports community that need attention; from either the industry or ATF.  If you have anything at all to do with imports, this single conference provides a wealth of information about the trade and has proven to be a very successful effort in bringing issues to the table that both ATF and the industry need to resolve.  This conference has also been the ground where the idea for the first Importers Manual actually grew legs and took on a life of its own for the industry and ATF’s Imports Branch.  At this writing, the draft of this manual is under internal review at ATF prior to its actual publication. 

I might add that the entire conference tends to be quite entertaining as there always seems to be a new policy or an issue which creates quite a storm of reaction within the trade.  For three years now I have walked away from this single conference with a lot of new information in a nicely packaged three ring binder.  As a final point about the conference, like a lot of other ATF events, the tireless efforts of Lee Alston Williams are ever present in an event that is extremely well organized.  Once again, hats off to FAIR and ATF for sponsoring such a well orchestrated event.

It only makes sense that with the NFATCA and FAIR working on so many different fronts with many of the same objectives in mind that we look at many of the same issues together, as a team.  In early July of this year, Butch Steen and leadership within the NFATCA decided to schedule conference calls and see how the two organizations could focus together.  As most of you know, the NFATCA has been working many issues concerning the importation of Post Sample machine guns with the ATF Imports Branch.  These issues have also been discussed by FAIR.  It only makes sense to join forces for a stronger position on programs such as how Post Sample machine guns are imported and approved for use in the trade.

In addition to joining forces to face many of the issues in the imports community, we hope to see the initiation of the process that will have FAIR and the NFATCA participating in events together.  As most of you know, the NFATCA has been sponsoring many events at Knob Creek and SAR East and SAR West.  It is our hope that we can begin to show at the events in partnership with FAIR so that our organizations can jointly better serve the trade.  Both organizations represent some of the most successful and powerful leaders in the industry and having them work together on many of the same issues would be of great benefit to the trade. 
In 2009, the NFATCA and FAIR will look at common goals, common ideas, and a common sense approach to tackling problems as a team with the objective of better serving the industry and collectors nationwide.  As always, both organizations encourage industry members to support all of our efforts in whatever manner that makes a difference for all of us.

For more information on what these two organizations are doing together visit us at www.nfatca.org and collect the latest news on events and programs.

